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An exatt account of the Cruel Opprefons and Per- 
; ſecutions of the French Proteſtants. _ 


HE Cruelties exerciſed of late on the Proteſtantsin - 
France, do appear.fo deteſtable to all, who have nor 
diyeſted. themfelves of Humadlity, that no wonder, 
the Authors of them, uſe their utmoſt endeavour to 
lefen, what they cannot conceal. Were not this 
worſe than barbarous a{uage, a project of a long contrivance, a 
Man migt:t for Charity's ſake ſuppoſe this their Palliating is, to 

be an acknowledgment of their own diſpleaſure at it. However, 
theic boldneſs 1s inexcuſable, who. ſhall endeavour to impoſe on 
the World in matters known ; not by Gazete*s and News-letters, 

but by an infinite. number of Fugitives ; of. all Conditions ; who 
haye nothing lefc .but Tears and Miſeries' to bring along with 
them into .. Forreign - Nations. ?Tis certainly too barbarons 
to-oppreſs innocent People ja their own. Country, .and after- 
wards to ſtille their Complaints in other places where they are 
driven; and'by this means deprive them of a compaſſion which 
the bare inſtincts of Natare never :refuſe to the miſerable. Yet 
this is the cus -our Poſes oY of ET IN NT, Fes 

Cruelty muſt be attended. with Impoſtures,, that che miſchie 
ohich-they have ated may ba und Covered, of rat 

I think we ſhould be much to blame, if we ſuffer them to go 
on in this ſecond deſign, as they. have done in the firſt ; and there- 
| fore-we ſhall chooſe ſome pelacipat Iaſtances, ,whereon weſhall 

make-ſuch RefleQions,, as therehy to judge. with greater evidence 


and exattneſs on the whole-proceeding. And as, we ſhall offer no- 

- thing but what ſhall be perfeQtly true; ſo we ſhall advanicenothin 
in our refleftions, but what. all the world of reaſonable people witl 

Ta begin with matters of Fa&t : There's jx body but knows, 


" Zeal and extraordinary fervour, that the King found himſelf ob: | 
liged to give publick marks of it, by a Declaration made at St. 
Germains,. in the year 1652.. Then as well at Court, as in the 
Field, each ſtrove to proclaim loudeſt the deſerts of the Refor- 
miſts ; aud the Queen Mother her ſelf, readily acknowledged, 
That they had preſerved the State : This is known by all, but ' 
*twill hardly be, believed, though it be too true, what our Ene- 
mies themſelys an kundred times tld us ; and which the ſequel 
has but too ſhrewdly confirmed, that this was preciſely, the prin- 
cial and moſt eſſential cauſe of our ruine ; and ofall the-miſ- 
chiefs which we-have ſince ſuffered. ' Endeavours were uſed to 
envenom all theſe -important Services in the Kings and his Mini- 
ſters minds,- by per{wading them, that if in this occaſion, this 
party conld conſerve the Sate ; this ſhewed, they could likewife | 
overthcow it, ſhould they have ranked themſelves on the other - 
ſide ; and might ſtill do it, when fuch alike occaſion ſhould offer 
it elf. that therefore this party muſt be ſuppreſſed, and the 
good they have done no longer regarded ; burtas an indication 
of the miſchief, which they may one day be capable of doing, | 
This Diabolical reaſoning, whz:ch: hinders Subjeits from ſerving 
their \Prince, to avoid drawing on themſelves chaſtiſements, in | 
ſtead of recompences,. was reliſhd as a piece of moſt refined 
Policy. For as ſoon as the Kingdom-was ſcrled in peace, the 
deſign was advanced of JERIOrng the Reformiſts ; and- the bet= 
ter to make them comprehend that their Zeal had ruined them, 
the Cities which had ſhewed moſt of it, were firſt bzgun with. 

. Immediatly then, on ſlight pretences, they fell on Roche], AMon- 
taxban, and Millan; three Town, where thoſe of the reformed 
Religion, had moſt ſignalized themfelvs for the interreſts of the 
Court ; Rechel underwent an infinite number of preſcriptions, 

 Montauban and Millan were ſackt by the ſouldiers. © But theſe 

being but ham ſtrokes and mere preludes, which decided 
nothing, they tarried not long before they made appear the great | 
and general Machines,they were to uſe inthe cartyingon of their 
intended deſign tothe laſt extremity. *Twill be a difficuk mat- 
ter to give an exact accaunt of theſe ſeveral methods : fornever 

. bumane malice produced ſuch multiplicity of them ; every day 
| "brought forth new ones for twenty years together. To fake only 
"notice of the chief of them ; which were, Firſt, Law Suits in 

Courts of Juſtice-- Secondly, Deprivations from all kinds of 
Offices and Ewploys ; and in genaral, of all ways of fubſiſtanee. | 
| FOE Thirdly, 


| 
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for what they kara rh being no eaſic matter, they need 
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. the Clergy, 
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| "Thirdly; The infration of Edidts,under the notion of Explic 
ens of them. Fourthly, New Laws and Orders. ; Fifthly, Jug 


, 


and amvfing tricks. Sixthly, The animating of People, and in 
ring them with hatred againſt us. Theſs are the moſt conſide- 
rable. means, which the perſecutors have employed. to attain 
their ends, during. ſeveral years; I fay during ſeveral yeats.-; 

— cthere- 
fore time, to order their Engines; not to take notice of their 
Traverſes and interruptions by forrain Wars ; yet whoſe ſucceſs 
have not a little contributed to-encreaſe their Courage, and con- 
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firm them jn thedeſign which they had againſt us. 


The firſt of theſe means has had an infinite extent, We ſhould 


"begin with the recital of all che Condemnations of Churches ; 


or ſuppreſlions' of exerciſes of Religion, and all the- other vexa- 
tions which bave happened by the eſtabliſhing of -Commiſlarics ; 
this was a ſnare dexterouſly laid immediately after the' Treaty 
of the Princes, the King under pretence of. repairing the Edict 
of Nants, ſent them in the Provinces. The Roman Catholick 
Comimiſſary was every where his Majeſtics Intendant ; who was 
beſure a fir man for the purpoſe, armed with the Royal Autho- 
rity, and ywho_was well inſtructed in the ſecret aim. The 
other, 'was either ſome hungry Officer, a Slave to the Court, or 
ſome poor Gentlemen, who had uſally neither intelligence requi- 


. ſite in theſe fort of affairs, nor the liberty of.ſpeaking his Senti- 


ments. "The Clergy had Set them up ; He was there ambulatory 


- Spirit. The Synodicks were received before them as formal par- 


ties in allour affairs ; the afſignations were given in ther name, 
the-proſecutions alſo ; and as well the diſcords of the Commiſ- 


faries, as the Appeals from their Ordinances, muſt be finally- de- 
cided in the Kings Canncel. | 


'- Thus in general, all the rightsof the Churches, for the exerciſ:s 


of Religon, the burying places,and all ſuch dependancies,were cal- 

led into a review, and conſequently, expoſed to freſh purſuits of 
d the ill intention of the Fudpes. In which there was 

not: the leaſt dram of Equity; for the Edict having been once ex- 


- ecuted, according to the intention of him that made it., thexe 


needed no ſecond touches ; it being moreover, wholly-unlikly 


- thoſe of the reformed Religon, who had been eycr inthe King- 
- dom the fuffering party, could uſurp any thing therein ;” and ex- 
tend its limits beyond what belonged to them. But there were 
- other. defigns in hand than the, providing againſt the Contraven- 
Feng tions - 
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conder nother by decrees. of Council, how 
good and fufficient foever their. Titles and Defences. were. 
© mal paſg'd a Week- wherein theſe kind of Decrees.were 
not made ; and if ic happned, that, the modeſty of the” Ju dges 
ſaved any of them, by the great evidence of their right, as this 
{metimes _ ; beſides that, the- number -was ſmall, in com- 
pariſon of thoſe condemned, the Judges ofcea received order” to 
condema t1em, waen they ſhewed they coull1 not in Conſcience 
do 1t. | « | 
But the Oppreflions of this kind, did not terminate in the bare 


--condemnarion «cf Curches ; foc particular. perſons bad their 


pir'. Inordiraryand civil affairs, where the matter concerned 
a piece of Land, p:rhaps, a Houſe, a Debt between a Roman 
Catholick and a- perſon of ouc Religion; Religion was to be ſure 
always one of the chief heads of the accuſation ; The Monks, , 


_ -theEmiſſaries, the Confeſlors, and all the whole tribe” of that 


Crew, interelſed themſelves in the affair. In Courts of Juſtice, 
all the cry was, 1 plead againſt an Heretick, I have to do with a 
Man of a —__ odious to the State;, and which the King would 
have extirpated. By this means, there was no longer any Juſtice 
to be expeCted, few Judges were-proof againſt this falſe Zeal, 
for fear of drawing the-fury of the whole Cabal againſt him, or 
paſſing for- a favourer of Hereticks. Tis not to be imagined 
. how many unjuſt Sentences theſe ſorts of Prejudices have given; 
in all the Courts of the Kingdom ; and how many mens Fami- 
lies have been ruined by*em --when any one complained, the an- 


ſwer was ready, You have your remedy in your own hands ; why do 
ou not turn Catholick,” 


% 


Yet all this had-bzen nothing, had the Perſecution kept here, 


and not proceeded to faſten on the Reputation, the Liberty; and 
even the very Lives of perſons, by a general inundation. (as a 
man 'may term it ) of cximinal Proceſſes. Writings were Priated 
at Part, and ſent from thence to all Cities pier #2 6d of. the 
Kingdom, which impowered the Curates, Churchwardens and 
.others, to make an exact enquiry into whatſoever the pretended 
Reformiſts might have done, or ſaid, for twenty years paſt, / as 
well on the ſubject of Religon as 'otherwife,. to make Inform- 


tion of this before th&STJuſtices of. on: pies. ng puniſiakent . 


without.remiſſion, $0 have -we ſeen forſeveral; years, in execu- 


tion 
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ons : and therefore 2his ordgn, he ag iteſt part of the 
F | "red forthe juſtin Je rights, ſaw themſelves 
Toon maed -one after a 
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1- Article, the moſt diſtin pzrhaps and formal, of all contained 17 


bid people, (as ?tis difficult not to ſpeak of theſe matters, when 
tiey explained the Scripture ; Theſe Spies never fail-ro report, 
that by Egypt, and the wicked, they meant th: Catholicks, and 
by the /J7ael:tes, the pretended Reformiſt. "The Judges concernd 
themſelves in_ this, and what is moſt ſtrange, the Miniſters of 
State themſelves reſpected” theſe interpretations. of - thoughts, as 
evident proofs. On theſe grounds, the Magiſtrates filled the 
Priſons. wi, h- theſe-kind of.-poor People, keeping them therein - 
far, whale years together, anJ often jafiited'on them ſeyeral-cor- 
poral; penaliies. - | doi Can 1 
"Tis already ſeen by this firſt kind of perfecuticn, what were 
the ſages. ſhewed in France tothe Reformiſts before they cam? 
tothe utmoſt violence. But we ſhall ſee: them appear more, mm 
what we have to add, touching the privation of Offices ard Em- 
ploys; and. in-general, of the meanes of gaining a Livelihood: ; 
which is the fecond way w2 mentioned, that has beer: uſed to 


- effe&our ruin, ?Tis not hard to eomprehend, that- in a great 


Kingdom, as. France is, where the Proceſtants- were I 
over all parts, there were an infinitenumb-r, who could not ſub- 
Gt nor maintain their Families, but by the literty of ſerving the 
publick, either in- Offices, Arts, Trades, or Facul.ies, each ac- 
cording to his Calling, Henery,the great, was ſo well convince 
of-tie. neceſſity and Juſtice df this, that he made it an expreſl; 


his 
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fel}, pos. beiwgable to hold them out. * But this not being ſuffici-\ 
nt; by a Dec bo Lies 7s 
third; inthe;Lowns where the Proteſtants were'more In number 
than the other Inhabitan:s z and they were forbidden to teceive 
any- therein, till-this diminution was made, which at one ſtroke 
cxcluled all the pretcnders. | ORR 64 - 
Some time after they abſolutely drove all the Reformiſt from 
the Conſulſhips,:and. all other Municipal Officers, of the Cities, - 
which was in effect the depriving them of .the Knowledg of their 
Reaper Afﬀairs, and Intereſts, to. inveſt wholly the Catholicks 
with them,, - | | 
;, Ina680, the. King .iſſuzd .out an Order which deprived them 
in general of all kind of Offices and 'Employs, from the greateſt 
_ tothe ſmalleſt :: They.were made incapable ſo much as to exerciſe 
any Employ in the Cuſtom-Houſes, Guard, Treaſury, or Poſt-Offi- 
ces ;..to be, Meſſengers, Coach-Men, or Waggoners, or any 
thing of this nature. = _ ow 
. -' Ia the year 1681, by-.a Decree of Council all Notaries, At- 
' toxneys, Sollicitors and Sergants making Profeſſion of the Re- - 
formcd. Religion, were rendred uncapable throughout all the 
Kingdom. A Year after, all Lords and Gentlemen of the Refor- 
med Religion were ordered to diſcharge their Officers and Ser- 
vants of the faid Religion, and not make uſe of them in any caſe. 
without other reaſon than that of their Religion, + 
In 1683, -all- Officers belonging to the Kings Houſhold, and 
thoſe ofthe Princes of the. Bloud, were alſo rendred uncapable 
of holding their Places: The Councellors and other Officers of 
Ayas, and Chambers of Accounts, and thoſe of - Seneſchalſhip,. 
Bailywicks, and Royalties, Admiralty, Provoſtſhips, and Mar- 
ſhaPs Courts, Treaſury, Exciſe, and others, who belonged to the 
Toll- Offices, and ſuch like buſineſſes, were ordered to leave rheir 
Places in favour of the Catholicks. - - Fe 
:.-I1 1684, allSecretaries belongipg to the King and Great Offi- 
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that they woutdinot ſuffer 
lonto do their Office, and 
Wives ſhould retgive noaſ- 


e of their Communion oFReligiols were reckotied among 
er they. had found the ſecret 


| continued firm : and this they did likewiſe by.an Yther way 3 for 
args the Converts of all:the Debrs which thoſe of the 


"an-ſevere Penalties, which drove them to the laſt Deſpair ; 

they ſaw themſelves. reduced to the hortible Neceflity of dying 

-with hunger in their own Countrey, without daring to go to live 

elſewhere. But the Cruelty of their Enemies ſtopt nat here, 

for there yet remained ſome Gleavings in the Provinces, though 

very-few.and as thin as thoſe in Pharaoh?s Dream. The Intendants | 
> F- : oy rl 
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thing. REL Hoa fact ante bp $7 
Theſe were the two firſt Engines or Machines which the Clergy 
ainſt us ; To which they added a Third, which we 


Children: might at the Age of Seven years, abjure the Reformed. 


| | er pretence, that the 
Edi not. preciſely mark, that at this Age they ſhould conti- 
nue at.their Parents Diſpoſal. Who, fees not that this was a 
meer trick, ſeeing that on the one hand, the Edi& forbad to rake 
the Children from their Parents by force, or fair means 5; and on 
the other handzthe EdiQt ſuppoſed and confirmed all the Natural 
Rights, of which, : withour Controverſy, this is cne of the 


moſt jnviolable. Was there ever a more manifeſt Infra&tion' of | | 
the Edi thanthat, which forbad thofe of the Proteſtirre Reli- | 


gion who had paſſed over to the Roman, to return to that they 
had left, under pretence, that the Ediet did not formerly give 
thera in expreſs terms this Liberty. For whenthe Edit permits 
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en does: ityn pro- 
be ſaid Rejigi- 
por ay Liſe the. ae this av2s, VP. Henry the 
meaning, intending any to grant-ic.tothoſe, who made 
gn. of jt at the time of his making his Edi. That: of 
fes aye alſo. to the Reformed, the, privitte of: keeping, 
tot 8.1n.2ll Places Fhere they. Exerciſe-of their 

by pe: term of omg ay or Schoglsz.accgrd- 


Ing; 
whett ofnieanight teach Lat Humamty. -' T his is yhe. ſence 
Pf ever given in alt the A ary to this Expreſſion 


"and wet his ſtil given, when it we 0 ts Roman pony: 


No oo ew. Interpretation, n was reſtrained/to 

| | erty of of teaching. to A Brea Write: 2$ if - the-Re- 

bs ere ynworthy to learn any more,z and this-on purpoſe 
tl 


ſend rhem tothe. L orgs fealicks for rang _— wL | o, 
{I It gave them Ity.m all places where,they bs 
Cby Eos feat pub Gublic | their: Children, anglotheis,Oin | 
what Religion ; which viſibly eſtabliſl?d-the Right. of 
reaching, Chet Thebes: ſeeing, their Theology is nothing'elſ: 
but this Religion. And as to Colledges, wherein they might.be 


 ToftruCted in Liberal Sciences, NT the ERA: miſed Letters Patzents 
$4 ood form.” Yet, *twas fu ON ak t gave no right.to-the 
rmed. bp; > ifſtruck ace mn. Bi Theology, nor to have Calledees 
For this Sippotition,” Three Academies were condeinned, all that 
madre Tis t of - Sedan, although grounded upon a perticulgr 
' Edit, was ſippreſt as the reſt, and even before them. - - . 
'  Butwemuſt - further, and ſeei we have undertaken tovſhew 
In. this Abridgmetit, the principal things:they have-done to.-cx- 
 erciſe our Patience, before they came to the utmoſt Fury.” We 
"are not. to pals over the new Orders, or new- Laws, which iwere 


tous as fo many. new Inyentions to torment- us. The fitſt of 


| 5+ hn - xz .-- Theſe 


Fans Eige Jebincgr hoſe - oe er always wttcles ſtood, | 


Ire out the Parents, an4 drive ! Gas to this extremity, either - 
' not to kgow. what to. do .with their Children, oc be-forced- to 


om. abont Matters Tf Alon and Wrote - Cha 
wn were likewiſe made of holding Colls 
excepting in rw! 'Caſes,. the 
by as the Roths' 'bf their Miniſter © c0 
ſome nate, They likewiſe took aA SY thoſe 1 
lowed by the EdiCt, which they call'd "Exereiſy. de 
Marks ofthe Temples, as the Bells, the dicge and ho 
of this Nature. hey were likewiſe. forbidden.to _recelye Be, 
Miniſters in Synods'to have any CIGENG there, or to. no a 
them _—— of thoſe that belong'd to Churches 
Spades Mike cf Pſalms in private Houſes; as th 6, ſome tha 
to ceaſe finite even in-their econ. © when | 
8d by iran, Grkriners Prog | 
tient 


"Othe Ls preach any 
ic of their rad <rodg Others for- 
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Boroptetnrs ingin plac $, unleſs ſent by the Synods, the 1 
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# ers were m : oh nder the om ſending to- any] t 
IN Churches more MINRers than'were there inthe or hy, 1 
{ 


D - Others, to hinder tho ſ> thit OR forthe Miniſtry, to 
Ll - cated in Forreign Univerſities. "Others baniſh'd alto gn Mi-J] 
6 if - _— +, though they had been ordained in the 
T | fs, there the greatelt part of their Lives, autos ad Mini” | 
os, Be Cardinals for the Miniſtry, to reſide in 
| "was forbidden, or neater ' than fix. 
Othess _ the P cople to aſſemble in ths Ong 
' pretence'of Prayi eading, or Singing of Pſalms, except in | 
Lok preſence of a 5 Hog. placed there F- Be Synod. | "One ci- 
diculons one was made, to take away all ; 
By | the Churches, and reduce them all toan Ot uniformity, -Ano-f1 ; 
E -( ther; to binder the Churches that were a little mote rich,to-allith- 
I the weaker, for the maintenance of their Minifters, and other fie- 
b | ceflities. ' Another, t6 oblige Parents to givetheir Children,whbo 
b> — changed their Religion, preat Penſions; * Another, to forbid Mar- 


riages | 
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1 all the Minors, whoſe Fathers died if the P 

1 oteftant Religion,” under ghe Power and Eacg tion © 
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thet, forbidding Fews 1997 Mahomergns to embrace the Reformed 
Religion ; and the Miniſters, cither to inſtruQ, or receive them 
intoIt, . 6 Hg rs 2 See to.receive ſuch "wage" hk 


Beder to: do nothing bit 3 in. their pre ce, . Ati 
Facing ks Confiſtories to Duſſerable oftner gay once in 16k 

It dayy and inpro in preſence of a'Catholick Commiſſary. Aniather, for- 
bidd Confiſtories to aſliſt, on pretence of arityt 
rs] Sick Perſons ,of their Religion-z. and. areal tha 
NN You he: carried i into their. ' Hoſpitals, ſtr idly. 
y toe ni in their Houſes, Another, con ve, 
r- | favour of Hoſpitals, all the Lands, Rents, -and other-Pro tS,. 
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lmmie iarely Informations were made; and afterwards Conden th 
nations, gl the Rizour of the Law, The Roman Cathilicks 1 
needed only to dtter ſro: T emple, under pretet that thi 4 
GY ethers, *and then they flip, in amongſt the” con 1, ul. 
diarely this was 2 Contravention to the Declaration, ati S 
+ anion Fe Fr Condemnation. ?Tis by this means they have de 
ſtroyed an infinite number of. Temples and Churches, aud put 
into Irons. a great number of Innocent Miniſters ;” for . YMoww - 
and falſe Witneſſes were not wanting in on occaſic ogy, 
_ All rheſe Proceedings were ſo v 
Kip on in the wy 


TCKES 


tt 
k 
his ns 
Es one i teal ſon.; ; 2 
m tine to ti 
ve ecard ac which ſity projibied 
be 8 Separe E Pang dof 
[ a s 
the Frb Ns EE ao xot anſwer heir 
'EFxpe 3 and Yeoks to <a the People, by hopes 0 
"2atlng om) bore hotne ; aniftexthls end, in 166; 9, the 
Ng revoked everal violent. Decrees, which BEEN the Ef-Frc 


od wh +4 — 


fect 


; d FITIEY "* oiotanal þ Chas Seltot F 7 p ; | 2 ? | s | | | 
k fe 6xp:Qed "For eden porey” L a 
i ns Moderation franit nbt from:'s good Principle/Ahd that, Wi. 
| theS:que}, the ſdine-Decrees would be pitin Execution, yet the” 


? moſt pare imagined they would ſtill confine themſelves withiti 
| ome Bovnds in'obr:regard, and that they would not paſs to ato- 
I rat-D:ſtruftion.” - SEE He 90s OE Le 7 
"We baveofteni.drawn the ſame Concluſions from the''feveral 
"I verta! D-claratibys which caitis indavy tihiH m the: Kings owh 
of Mouth, that he pterended nov to indulge'us, bur. he' would'do 0s 
I perfect Juſtice, and let us enjoy the Benefits of the EdiCts in their 
Y whole Extent'z that he would be very glad to ſee all his Sub Qs 
ff r2-unired-to the:Catbulick Religion, and would, for the: effe Ing 
© this, contribute all his- Power, but there ſhould be no Blood ſhed 
L _ his Reignz:0a this acconnt, nor'any violence exerciſed. 
It] Theſe preciſe and re-iterated declarations gave us hopes,the Ring 

1 would not forget thetn ; and eſpecially, in effential matters, he 
ty would let us enjoy the eff:fts of his Bounty ard Equity.” "Twas 
Qed by a Letter he wrote to the Eleftor of Bren- 
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fix 2O:Prey On. ways, than to be Inmtendantof 4 Proyi 
though indeed: A  Chnke expreſly-to make theſe: Expedi: 
ions.- But care all theſe HMuſions, there's none more remark 
ejcghan ſive or fx, which will not be improper here to tah 
noxice of Ning { WAS) That -at the very time, when at tt 
hey luc out. all- the Deerees,, Declarations, and Edicts 
which: ch.we have ſpoken -of hers before; and which they cauſes 
be put in execution, with the greateſt 'rigour, at the ſame tin 
ne they i Od their Churches, demoliſhed their Temples 
Prived particular perſons of their Offices and Employments 
fo $59.ÞEO Proper eto Poyerty and Hunger, impriſoned them, loade( 
baniſt?d them ; and in a word,rayag?d almoſt » | 
ihe Nas dhe eapag other Offcers in- 
ris, and over all the Kingdom, coolly and gravely gave out, th 
had not the leaſt intention to touch the Edict of Nans, Nt 
- would moſt Religiouſl 5 oak it. The ſecond was, Thati in th 
fame EdiCt which the publiſt'd, to forbid Roman Cathol 
to itpbrace the Reformed P Religion, which was in the' yea! 
That is to ſay, at a time when they had already greatl 
ane the work of our DeſtruCtion ; they cauſed a fortn: 
Clauſen to be inſerted in theſe terms, That he Anion che Edis 
of Nantes, @ much 44 it wasyor ſhould be needful. The third, 
4 h the Circular Letters which the King wrote to the Biſhops an l 
| Ihtehds ts, to.oblige them to; {igfhtfie the Paſtoral AdvertiſcmenP 
of the Clergy gy to our. Conkiſtories, yk a ther): in expreſs terms 
That bis Trttention was nit, that the «ny thing that migh 
<ttempt wpon what had been grate fone of het Reformed Religionſ® 
by the Edrtts and Dedlararions made intheir favour. The £ It! 
Th af 
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jeſty'to provide againſt it. And alſo expreſly declared, ' that they 
did not-y-t deſire the Revocation of the Edi, upon which the 


ts| King by his Decree expreſly forbad the Miniſters to ſpeak either 


or” hurt, directly or indireQy of the Church, of Rome in 
their Sermons ; ſappoſing,, as every, one may ſee, that *twas bis 
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and annuPd the Edit of Nantes,and allihat depended thereon, 


,Religions Exerciſes, 
expreſly declares, that his will is, that bis other Subje&ts, who 
are.not willing to change their Religion, may.remain. where they 
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Treedom as heretofore, withont ary Moleltation on pretence © 
their Rehegion,” till it ſhall pteaſe God; to idtea end eavert 
tit; '' Theſe were Anlaneac and' Snares to entrap tzem ;, 38 
i has ſinceappeared, ani it ſtilt appears every day by the horcible 
uſages they ſuffer, and of which” we ſhall ſpeak in what follows. 
But we ſhall firſt mention a preparatory Machin, : which. the 
phich 'we-have teckoned to be the Sixth in order. It. canſiſts in 
ſing infenſiblythe People by degrees to defire our Deſtrogi 
, to' approve” of it when done, and-to diminiſh in their Mind 
he Horror which naturally they _ have at the Cruelties and - 
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ler. And ſo well did they acquit t emſelves rein; that *w 
not their fault if Popular Emmotjons have not. followerd theres 
in great Cities, yea in Paris ic ſelf, had- not-the prudence ofth 
Magiſtrates, More then, Fo. the Prepebers We 1 ng 
Confeſfors.and *Di! AK of Mens Conſciences, the 

Curaces, and ir general, all the Eccehatic 0 the fer es ike 
the loweſt ; for they being nqt ignorant ofthe. Courts 1neentie 
in this matter, everyone {trove to ſhew mob 5 Zeale and Avcrſion 
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le ont, f Ke Word ard the'ld : 
Report of it';" Fin: Fad 0s ev i or kob ba } 
toall ; and 5; vor we ſhall give an account of them in fi Ir 
Words, if it be but to ſtop the mouth' of their Impude 
publiſhd abroad, That no Violences have been offeri 
and,. the Converſions there made, were with ory 
firſt, they'taok this meaſure, to Quarter Souldiers jt all the” 
vinces, almoſt at the ſame time, and chiefly Dragoons, which are 
the moſt Reſolute Troops of the Kingdom. Terror and Dread Ic 
marched before them, and as it were by conſent, all France was Ft. 
filled with this News, That the King would not longer ſufferany al 
Huzenors in his Kingdom z and, that they muſt reſolve ta chang 
thejr Religion, nothing being able to keep them from it. Ft 
They b-gan with Bearn,where the Dragoons did their firſt Fx- 
ecntions;theſe were followed ſoan after in' H; gþ and Low-Guicnye, ft! 
Xantoigne, Aunix, Poits, High Languedoc, Vrvarets.,and Dauphine "Fo 
afcer wirich,- they came to. Lionois, Gevennes, Low L N 
Provence, FP, alees, afid the Country of Geix afterwar rigs Sr felt &t 
onthe reſt of the Kin gdom, Normavudy, Bojorgoigne, Nivermiz, D 
ana Berry ; the Conntties of Orleans, Tourain, Anjou, Brit a; 
Champagne, Picardy, and the Iſle of F rance, not excluding Parss Jv; 
it ſelf, which underwent the ſame Fate : The firſt thing 1 the In- e 
tendants were eeed to do, was, to Summon. the- Cities and.Þf 
Cominonalties, They allzinbled. the Inhabitants thereof, whaPi 
rofeſt the Refotihed Religion, and there told them 'Twas.the. ar 
King leaſure they ſhould, without. delay, become Carholicks ;Þr 
and if Eh oa would not do it freely, they would make them do 1 Ic f 
by Bits.” The poor Fe People, ſurpriſed with ſuch a Propoſal, an-F 
ſwered, They were. ready to Sacrifice their Eſtates an Lives, ta Sh 
the King but rhete Conſciences Folog God's, they could norte It 
that manner di Wipoſe of them... e 
There needed no more to make them immediately bring: the le 
Dragoons, which were not far off, The Troops. immediately Þh 
ſeized on the Gates and Avenues of the Cities. ; they oi . 
Guards in all the rang 8h, often came with their way : n 
their. bole its, 1.0) crying; Fil, Ki I, 'or elſe be Catholitks :. vv 
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had taken them down, if 
m up immediately again. 
on purpoſe ; and pulled 
' They tyed Ropes un- 
aininto Wells, from 
ey had promiſed to- 
get! tyed them. as they do Criminals, 
-,Jput to tl $ polture, with a Funnel fild with 
y: IWine, 7 d hroats, till the Fumes of it depri- 
is $vi caſon, they madethem ſay, they would con- 
« Jent to be Catbolicks. They ſtript them naked 
id. Þffered them'a 1000-infamous Indignities, the 
o.Pins from the top to the bottom. Thi 
16nd ſometimes with.red hot Pincers 
Þr \ them-about th 
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Aﬀſiſtance, conſtrained 

1 Staves, and dragged 

re their bare forced Pre- 
bjuration. ' ' They held then from 

e another, to watch 

aking.. * They: threw 

them a! 1009 

ys, holding rned* downwards, 
1creon-they mad till theſe poor. Creatures. 

e, 3d &ver 10ſt their Sences.. found any Sick, either Men. 
oT Pr Women, that kept. th iſtempered- with Peavers, or. 
"FX Dilcaſes, they had the Cruelty to bring twelve Drums. 
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to.the pprne Pcſts, ancthefore their" Eyes, forced their-Wivesand{ 4 
Daugbters. In another place, Rapes were publickly and. . 

ly permitted for wat, be hours together. They plucke off t Natl 6 
fromthe Hands and Toes of others; which could not þe indured 
without intellegable Pain.- Theyburnt the Beet bf others. The! 
blew, up. Mn-jaad Women with Bellows, :@vth. Hf they were 
ready to. burſt. -ſl; } ” 

. If after theſe horrid uſages, therewere yet: any-th : Thfuſcd te 
turn, they Impriſcucd them ; *and for this, choſe- arigeons 

30d noy Fa, 3 uy which they exerciſed on them #l\-'ſorts, of Inhv- 
manicy. / Inche mean time they demoliſhed/their Houſes, de 

ted their, Hzredizas y Lands, icyt down theif'Woods, -and: (5 
their Wives and. Childreh, ito impriſon' then! in Monaſterie: | £ 
When the Souldiers bad deyoured and conſtmed allin a Houſe, F 
the Farmers of their Lands furniſh*t/ them with Subfiſtance ; and] k 
to re-imburſe them, they ſoldby Authority of Jiſtice. the Fo, id c 
of their Hoſts, and put them in poſſeſſion thereof-* If ſome, td 5 
ſecure their Conſciencos, ,and to eſcape the OR! theſe fi ud £ 
rious Men, endeayoured.to fave themſelves by Fligh werg Þ 
purſued, and hunted in the Fields and'W S, Nay 5B hot * 

like Wild Beaſts. The Provoſts rode about the High-ways; and 4 
the Magiſtrates of places bad-Orders'to ſtop them without « excepy ri 
tion. They brought them back to the places from whence - th 
fled, uſing them like Priſoners of War. But 'we muſt not fancy | 
that this Storm fell only on the common. ſort ; Noblemerr an i1E 
Gentlemen of the beſt. Quality were not exempted from it. They p 
had Souldiers quartered upon them in the-ſame manner, and with F 
the ſame Fury as Citizens-and Peaſants had. They] Slandas he] 


* Houſes, waſted their Goods, razed their Caſtles, cat'down es 


Woods, and their _very Perſons were expoſed to the _ Inſolenc 
and Barbarity of the -Dragoons,: no leſs-than thoſe' of. poriees © 


They ſpared neither Age, Sex, nor Quality; wherever the 1 
any unwillingneſs to <7 the Command ade heteR oe 


ſome Officers of Parliament, which eh oa the fame 


having been firſt deprived of their Offices; axTyvench Fr 
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Officers, who were actually.in Service,. werearderet! to it Th © 
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es] ome Retiarks : The firſt ſhall be, that-almoſt every; where, at 
ſeq] the Head oftheſe Infernal ov 199y2 naaretr Commangers ati 
nd} Military-Officers,: the4ntendants alfo, and the Biſhops, marched - 
dy everyone in his Dioceſs, with a Troop of Miſſionaries, Monks, 
"tj #n;Hother-Ecclefiaſticks, The lntendantsgave ſuch Orders as they 
tuy $he bttivg tocarry on Converſions; and: reſtrain natural 
erg Pity -and Compaſſion, -if at any time it/found a place in the: hearts 
a of Dragoons:or their Commanders, which did not often;happen. 
md And as far the Biſhops, they were there to keep 'open Houle, to 
epy rec<ive:Abjubations, andto have a genetal ad ſevere Inſpettiony | 
"} polar 64, paſs-there according/o: the: Intentions of . 
| e Clergys.:- The fecond:thing: abſervabley' is, That:when the 
ang Dragoons had made ſome yield, by all the Horrours whiclithey 
hey pr: Giſeds they inimediately 'changet their Quarters, and ſent 
ith them to:thoſe who ſtill perſevered,” This Order was obferved in: 
eld this mannepeven tothe end; ioſornuch that:the laſt, thar is taſay; 
hen thoſe who had ſh&wed:the greateſt Coniſtancy, had in, fine, quarte> 
ncg red-on themalane all the-Drapoons, which-at the begin:3ing; were 
ers} equally-diſpers?d amongſt allthe Inhabitants of the place-zz which 
ang was a Logd: impoſſible. to be: ſuſtained... - | E 
_ Athird Remark 'which-weſhall. make; is, That imalmoſt- alk 
ing the conſiderable Cities, they took care; before they. ſent: Troops 
thither; to gain by;means: of, the Intendapts; or ſome.otherprivats. 
ary way, 2ccrtain number of People, not. only:to change their Religi- 
held on-themſclyes,. when it ſhould be ſcaſonable ; but: alſo; ta..alliſt: 
irq them-in pervertingothers: So that when the Dragoons:had-fuff+; 
tqcaently done their part, the Intendant, with the Biſhop, _ the: 
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$ Comilandet of the Forces, again aibled Uheſe miſerable 1 
become Catholicks 5 adding thereto-moſt terrible 'Fhreats,” that 


they might over-awe them, and-then the new Converts failed not 
to execute what they had promiſed; which they. did with the 
- more ſucceſs, becauſe the People did yet put ſome kind: of Gon: 
hdence in them. 41 8 cr: 114 53 {RIES 
A fourth Obſervation is,” That when the Maſter of the 


thinking to get rid ofthe Dra warn 1s d what 
they Woh, in was not reell from them T9 Foo oy if h 
Wife, Children; and the meaneſt of ' his 'Domeſticks did/not- d& 
the ſme thing ; and whem his Wife, orany: of his' Children, 6 
Family fled, they ceaſed not/to torment them, till he -had mage 
them return :. which often times being. impoſlible,the:change- of 
, their Religion did not at all availthem. - 495307 7 or 2D. 2 
+ The Fifch is, That when theſe poor Wretches fancied their 
Confciences would bz at reſt, by Signing ſome Form of an Equivo: 
cal Abjuration offered them z a little while after, 'theſe cruel medi 
came.to them ond made them Sign another, which plunged 
them jnto ſuch depths, as caſt themiirito the utmoſt deſpair.” Na 
further, they had the boldneſs to make them acknowledge, Th: 
they imbraced the RomanrReligion of their own accord ; © withs 
out having been induced thereunto by any violent means. If aftet 
this, they ſcrupled to go to Maſs, if they did not Communicate, 
if they did not rell their Beads; ifby a Sigh eſcaped from-them 
they fignified any unwillingneſs, they had immediately a Fine lat 
upon them,” and they were forced to receive again their old 
Gueſts. | | V I 
. * In fine, for a ſixth Remark 3 As faſt as the Troops ravaged in 
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? this manner the Provinces, ſpreading terrour and deſolation in all tl 
parts; Orders were ſent to, all the. Frontier Countries, and Sea-1 2 
port Towns, to guard well the Paſſages, and ſtop all ſuch who] © 
pretended to eſcape from France, $0 that there was no hope of] 
theſe poor Wretches ſaving themſelves by Flight. © None were tl 
nnpric to paſs, if he brought not along with him a Certificate] © 

om his Biſhop or Curate, that he was a Catholick. Others g 
were put in-Priſon, and uſed like Traytors againſt their Country. ft 
All ſtrange Veſſels lying in the Ports were ſearched; the Coaſts, b 
Bridges, Paſſages to Rivers,” and the High-ways were ſtri&tly Y 
guarded both Night and Day. The Neighbouring States were: 


alſo required not to harbour any more Fugitives, and to Tend back 
again - 
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1 They alledged for their reaſ@n, that if they did not-do it, they 
al Would be as ſo manydangerons Enemies againſt them in Forreign 
y Kagons, Others, onthe contrary, affirm'd, that as long as the: 
2 Miniſters cofitinyed in France, this, their preſence would;encou- 
\ 72ge Lhe People to abide in their Religion, whatſoever care might 
"4 b- taken to hinder them ; and that ſuppoſing they ſhould change, 
«21 they would be but as. ſo many fecret Adverſaries nouriſhed inthe 
1 boſom of the Church of Rome ,, and. the more dangerous on the 
-41 account of their knowledge and experience in Controverſiab Mat- 
AJ £<rS, This laſt reaſoning prevailed z ?*was then reſolved on, to . 
* {baniſh the, Miniſters, and to give them no more than fifteen days 
time to depart the Kingdom. As to what remained, the Edit 
21 waSgiven. to the Procurer-General of the Parliament of: Paris, 
uf £0 draw 1Cup in ſuch form as he ſhould judge moſt fittings. - Bat 
ar belor the publiſhing of it, two things. were thought'neceſlary to 
"] be done; The Firſt; to oblige the Aſſembly of the Clergysſepe- 
rately to preſent to-the King a Requeſt concerning the-Matter 
1x1 abovementioned; in whichalſo they told his Majeſty, that: they 
- 4 deſired not at preſent the repealing the Edict of Nanres 3: and the 

4 ather, to.ſuppreſs in general all kind;of;Books made by them of 

the Reformed Religion, and to iſſve. out: an; Order for that;pur- 
AY poſe. , By the firſt of theſe things, the Clergy thought to ſhelter 

themſdlves from the Reproaches which might be caſt on them; as 
the Authors of ſo many Miſeries, Injuſtices,and Oppreſlions which 
re {his Repeal would (till occaſion : And by the other, they pretend- 
6+, ed to make the Converſions -much- more eaſie {as they: iſtyled 
rs bem): and confirm thoſe which had been already'made,byztakig 
+. {| from the, People all Books which might: inſtruct, fortifie;: and 
44 bring them back again.. 32s ko IG MLIOTS 
ty - In fine, this Reyocative Edit of Nantes was Signed:,3n& Pubs 
re 4 Uhed on Thar ſip being-the 8:h. of Otaber, in;the year 1685. 
ney Tis ſaid, the bancellor of :France, ſhewed an-extream Joy. 
—_—. D " Sealing 
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it laſted not lorig, this being the if ting Heal 3 
and died within a few-days. Tis certain, that this Man's Policy hy 
rather thanbis natural Inclination, induced him\in his latter years. 
to-beconle one of our Perſeeutors.” oo OE 
: TheEdict was Regiſtred in the Parliament'vf Pars, and Ini- 
mediately afterin the others. It contains « Preface and Twelye 
Articles. In the Preface, the King ſhews that Henry the Great's 
Grandfather did not give the Edict, and Lewis his Father did not 
'confirmitby his other EdiCt of Ni/mer, but in the _ of-en- 
deavouring more effeQually the re-union of their Snbjefts c 
the- pretended Reformed Religion, to the Carbolick.Churth ; and} 
that this was' alſo the deſizn which he- had "himſelf at his firſt 
coming to the Crown. That'tis true, he had been hindred by the 
Wars, which he wes forced to carry on againſt the Enemies of 
his Scate z but that at preſent b:ing at Peace with all the Princes 
of Exrope, he wholly gave himſelf to the making of this re-union, 
That God having given him the Grace of accompliſhing it, and 
ſeeing the greateſt and beſt part of his Subjects of the ſaid Religi- 
on had imbraced the Catholick one, theſe EdiCts- of Nants anc 
N'ſmes conſ ny became void and nſcleſs. © By the-firft Arti 
cle he Suppreſles and Repeals them, in all their. extent ; and or 
dains that all the Temples which -are found yet ſtanding in hi: 
Kingdom, ſhall be immediately demoliſhed. - By the Second, he 
forbids all ſorts. of Religious Aſſemblies, of what kind ſoeve! 
The Third, prohibits the Exerciſes of Religion to all Lords anc 
Gentlemen-of any Qnality, under Corporal Penalties and Confif 
cation of their Eltates. "The Fourth, banifhes from his Kingdor 1 
all the: Miniſters, and injoyns them to depart thence within: Fif: 
teen days aftet the Publication of this Edict, under the Penalty 
being ſent to the Gallies. In the Fifch-and Sixth, he romiſesR 
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who ſhould change their Religion. In'the Seventh and Eighth 
he forbids the InſtruCting of Children in the pretended Reformedf 
Religion, and ordains, that thoſe who ſhall be born henceforwardF*E 
ſhall be baptized, and brought up inthe Catholick Religion, enJ>* 
joyning Parents to ſendthem to the Churches, under the Penalty 
of being Fined 500 Livers. -The Ninth, gives four Months tim 
touch Perſons as have departed already out of the Kingdom, td 
return ; otherwiſe, their Goods and Eſtates to be confiſcated: 
The Tenth, with repeated Prohibirions, forbids all his Subjc 
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and Children, or to:convey away their Effects, - under [pain 
Gallies for the-Meo, and of Confiſcation of Body and, Goods for 
the Womeri, The Eleventh, confirms'the Declarations heretofore 
made againſt thoſe that Relapſe. "The Twelfch declares, that as 
to the reſt of his SubjeCts of the ſaid Religion, they may, till God 

| ns them, remain in the Cities of his Kingdom, Countries, 
and Lands of his obedience, there to continue their commerce and 
enjoy their Eſtates without trouble or mojeſtation, upon pretence 
ofthe ſaid Relrg5oz, on condition,that they have no Aſſemblies un- 
der pretext of Praying,or exerciſmg any relsgious Worſhip whatever. 
+ In order to put this Edictin Execution, the very ſame day that 
it was Regiſtred and Publiſhed at Paris, they began to demoliſh 
the Churchof Charenton. The eldeſt Miniſter thereof was com- 
manded toleave Paris within twenty four hours, and immediate- 
ly to depart the Kingdom. For this end, they put him into the 
1 Hands of one of the King's Footmen, with orders, not to leave | 
24 him till he was out of his Dominions. His Collegnes were little g 
+ better treated ; they gave them forty eight hours to quit Paris, | 

4 andTthen left them upon their Parole. The reſt of the Miniſters 
-A were allowei-fifteen days ; bnt-it can hardly be believed to what 
I Vexations and Cruelties they were all expoſed? * Firlt of all, they 
-& neither permitted them to diſpoſe of their Eſtates,nor to carry a- 
hal way any of their Moveables or Eft&ts ; nay» they diſputed them 
their Books and private Papers, on pretence,that they muſt juſtifie 
their Booksand Papers did not belong to the Conſiſtories wherein 
: they feryd;which was a thing impoſlible,ſfince there were no Con- b 
- Aliſtoriesthat then remained. Beſide, they wonld not give them ? «i 
rift cave to take along with them either Father or Mother, Brother or » 
- Siſter, or any of their Kindred, though there were many of them —_ 
Jlnfirm, Decay?d and Poor, which ' could not fubſiſt but by their 
- "means ; they went fo far, as even to deny them. their own Chy- 
th oxen, if they were above Seven Years Old ; nay, ſome they took 
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from them,that were under that Age, and even ſuch as yet hang*d 
rq pon their Mothers Breaſts. They refuſed them Nurſes for their 
-nÞew born Infants, which the Mothers could not give Suck. In 
7-Mome Frontier Places they ſtopped and Imprifoned them, upon. 
Wivers ridiculous pretences; they muſt immediately prove, that 

hey were really the fame Perſons -which their Certificates men-- 


p 7Fioned, they were to know immediately, whether there were no. "_ 
criminal Proceſs or Informations againſt them z they muſt pre- I 
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Yently juſtific, that" they cartyed away nothingthiat belonged toſ 1 
-< . "theirFle Ne Ter hey kao tins ied and 'amyſed 
them they/wetre told, that the Fifteen dayes of the Editwere 
expired; and that they ſhould not have Liberty to retire, but, mu 

Potothe Gallices: There is no kindof Neteit/ and Injuſtice which 
'they/did-not think of to involve them in-Troubles. ,\- 
' As tothe reſt, whom the Force of Perſecution and hard Uſage 

conſtrained to leave their Houſes and Eſtates, and toflly the King; 
dom, it is het to be imagined what dangers they expoſed them tc 
Never were Orders more {evete'or:more: ſtrict, then thoſe the 
were given againſt chemi” They doubled the Guardes in Poſts, Ciz 
| ties, High- wayes, and Foards, they covered the /Country wit 
þ- ' Sonldires, they Armed even the Peaſafts to ſtop thoſe that paſſec 
—_ 7 -- , or to kill them : They forbad all the Officers of the Cuſtoms tc 
K ſuffer any Goods, Moveables,: Merchandize; .or other Effects, t« 
paſs. In a Word, they forgot nothing thar could hinder the fligh 
of the preſecuted, even tothe interrupting almoſt all Commerc 
with Neighbouring Nations. By this means: they quickly: fillec 
all the Priſons in the Kingrom; for the fear of the'Dragoons 
the Horror of ſeeing their. Conſciencs forced, and their: Chil 
dren taken away, and. of living forthe future in a Land wher 
there was neither Juſtice nor Humanity for 'them, obliged every 
one to think of an eſcape, and to: abandon all to ſave their Pez 
ſons. All theſe poor Priſoners have been ſince treated - with un 
herd of Rigours, ſhut up in Dungeons, loaded with heavy Chaing- 
almoſt ſtarved with Hunger, and deprived: of all Converſe, butfſu 
A that of their-Perſecutors. They putrmany into Monaſteries, wherdw: 
=... they experience none of the leaſt Cruelties : Some there are ſgal! 
4 happy asto.dye in the mideſt of their Torments, others have affFc 
aft ſank under the Weight of the Temptation, and ſome by th&an 
extraordinary Aſſiſtance of Gods Grace, do ſtill ſuſtain it with ardfwi 
Heroick. Eourage. Ip IF im; 
\ Theſe have been the Conſequences of this new EdiC&t in thi 
reſpect ; but who would not have belived that the Twelfth Ardtei 
ticle would have ſheltred -the reſt: of the Reformed; that had are 
mind ſtill to ſtay in the Kingdom, fince this Article expreſly aſlureſſth: 
them, that they may live there, continue their Trade, and injoype 
their Eſtates, withont being troubled or moleſted 'upon>pretencgan 
-of their Religion. Yet ſee what they have ſince done, and yet dgbu 
to theſe poor Wretches. They have not recalPd the Dragoonbu 
and other Soldires which they diſpatched into theProvinces bed: 
forq 
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el ſented: beſides this, they - have marched them into Provinces 
i} where there. were-none before, as Normandy, Picardy, le Bery Y, ; 


hy Champaign, Nivernois, Orleans, Beleſſais, an the Iſle of 'Frante, 
1 They do the ſame Violence there, exert the ſame Fury they do in 
zel other Provinces. 'Paris it ſelf, where methinks, this Article of 
pal the Edit ſhould have been heſt obſerved; becauſe-fo near the 
of King?s preſence, and more immediately under the Government of 
a9 the Court ; Paris, I ſay, was no more ſpared than the reſt of the 
{4 Kingdom. ' The very day that the Edit was publiſhed, without 
more delay, the Procurer-General, and ſome'other Magiſtrates, 
began to ſend for Heads of Fainilies to come to their Houſes. 
There they declared to them, that *cewas abſolutely the King's 
ol Will that they ſhould change their Religion, that they were: nv 
better than the reſt. of - his Subjects, and that if they would not 
cqdo it willingly, the King would make uſe of means, which he had 
edqready, wy compel them. At the ſame time they baniſh*d by Let- 
asIters under the Privy-Seal, all the Elders of the- Conſiſtory, toge- 
il4ther:with ſome others, in whom they found more of Conſtancy 
gand Reſolution; and, todiſpecle them, choſe ſich places as were 
moſt remote from Commerſe ; where they have ſince ufed them 
erqwith a great deal of Cruelty ;{ſome:complyed, others are yet un- 
an; der Sufferings. | & $4. YER CLAD At 
ing The diligence of the Procurer-General -and Magiſtrates, not 
bugſucceeding, ſo fully as they wiſl”d, though Threats and Menaces 
erdwere not wanring , Mounſreur Seignelay, Secretary of State, would 
> ſgalſo try-what influence he conld have within his/ Diviſion at Paris. 
> 2CFor this end, he got together about fi ve, or ſix ſcore Merchants; 
theand others, into his Houſe ; and after:having ſhut the doors, forth- 
| adwith preſented them with the form of an Abjuration, -andcom- 
 Imanded them in the King's Name to Sign it ; declaringzthatthey 
hiSſhould riot ſtir. out of Doors till they had obeyed. ' "The Eon+ 
ArJtents of this Form were, not only that they did renounce. the Hes 
d areſy of Calvin, and enter into the Carholick: Church, .but: alfo; 
refſthat they did this voluntarily, and without being forced or com- 
joyſpelled to it. This was done inan Imperious- manner, and with 
ncgan Air of Authority ; yet there were ſome that dared to: ſpeak; 


- ddbut. they were ſharply anſwered, That they were not to.diſpute it; - 
onbut-to obey : So that they all pede before they went ous. - Þ.:2 +; 
be 7 Methods they added others more terrible, as age ny 
, LES actual 
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ag. of gheir.. b pd] Ders 3_the taking away ol -.- 
ethod, that is to ſay, Dragoons and Garde 


fige, the great Methoc | | 
Thoſe thats moſt firmly ſtood: out, they ſent to the Baftile,. and-roff 
the” Fort Þ Eveque ; they confined them to-their own or othery* 
Houſes, where they lay concealed for fear of Diſcovery; they 
- Plundred thoſe of many others, not ſparing their perſons, juſtag 
they had done in other places. | RS 
hus the 12th. Article of the Edi, which pr miſed ſome re» 
laxation, and a ſhadow of Liberty, was nothing but an egregi$** 
cus deccit to amuſe the credulous, and keep them fromthinkingt®* 
to make their eſcape, a ſnare to catch them with. the more eaſe 1 
The Fury ſtill kept its uſual courſe, and was heated to ſuch a deF** 
gree, that not content with the Deſolations in the Kingdom, Wi 
entred even into Orange, a Soveraigt Principality, where the King 
of Right -has no Power, and taking Miniſters away from theng 
by force, remoy*d them into Priſons. Thither the DraggonF* 
were ſent, who committed all kind of miſchief; and yy force” 
conſtrained the Inhabitants thereof, both Men , Women andf* 
Children, and the very Officers. of the Prince to change thei 
Religion. And this is the ſtate of things in the Year, 1685. and 
this 1s the accompliſhment of the dealing which the Clergy ha$*© 
ſhew?d us three years fince,- towards the end-oof their Paſtora®: 
Letter';z You muſt expett miſchiefs more areadful and intollerable,th 
| all thoſe, which hitherto your Revolts and Schiſms have drawn dow 
pon you. And truly they have not bin worſe than their wore Þ 
here are ſome in the Kingdom who ftill continue firm, an 
their Perſecutions are ſtill continu?d to them. There are invente&*& | 
every day new torments, againſt thoſe whom force has made +@#**< 
change their Religion, becauſe they are ſtill obſerved to figh, an@! h 
groane under their hard ſervitude ; their hearts deteſting whal 1 
T 
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their mouths have profeſt, and their hands ſigned. As toſuch th 
have eſcaped. into Forreign Countries, who are at kaſt:z $6@o&** 
Perſons, their Eſtates are Confiſcated ; this being all the hue 
whichcan be done to them at preſent ; I ſay, at preſent; for *ri&%* 
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not to be queſtioned, but our Perfecutors are contsiving to exÞ** 
tend their Cruelties farther. But we muſt hope in the Conipaſſiſ,> 
ons of God, that whatſoever Intentions they may have or | 4 
ing the ProtefFant Religion in all places, he will not permit then __ 
to effect. their deſigns. The World will ſurely open its Eyes, an! 
this which they now come from doing with a high hand, and' : A 
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both one and the other, from fuch aſortof People. o—- © 
J To effeft, he that ſhall give himſelf the leifure to reflect on the 
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matters of Fact which we come now from relating, which ate 
dings certain, and aCted in the face of the Sun, he ſhall ſee, nos. 
Joaly the Protefants ppretts but the King%s Hononr ſullied; his 
Countries damnitied, all the Princes of Erope intereſſed, and 
ven the Pope himſelf, with his Church-and Clergy, ſhamefvully 
liſcredited. | | 
..rorto Den with the King himſelf : What conld be more'con- 
$ary T0 his Dignity, than to put him upon breaking his Word, 
anc omen. him,that he might with a ſafe Conſcience, violate, 
Fevoke and annul fo Solemn an EdiCt as that of Nanres. 
4. To palliate in ſome ſort. the-violence of this proceeding, they 
1$2aKe him fay in this new Edidt, That the beſt and gveateſt part of 
2s Reforn'd Relt gion, has imbraced the Catholick,; and therefore the 
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Tos every Anthce 
df, it, a6 #herefore ſends Commiſſioners tor ſee it aQtually execu- 
ed.. When ke begins aWar,'he proteſts he deſigris not at Re- 

gion; and-in.effe prreies the full Liberty of it, in thoſe very 

Towns he. takes by Afſault * He-gives his Edi# of Niſmes, as 
J the Ea of a; Triumphant Prince, yer declares therein he under- 

tands-that of::Nantes ſhould be inviolably pt z and ſhows himſelf 
Feothe laſt as goodas his word. But thisis only intended to lull the 
Proteſtants alleep, in expeCtation of a favourable occaſion to de- 
© Fin of wag . Lewis the Fourteenth, at his comming to the Crown 
Wiconfirms the: Edi, and declares, That he will maintain the Re- 
W formed in all their Priviledges 3\ he afterwards affirtas- in another 
Declaration, how highly he is ſatisfied in theif Services; and 
Of mentions; his defign off making them to enjoy-their Rights. But 
his is but a meer amuſewent, and an artifice tointrap them; the 
\Setter to colour over the projet of ruining them at a convenient 
Sjme, What a. Character. now of the Kings: of France will this 
; Gifford, to its Enemies, and-foreign Nations; -and what confi- 
"tence do-they" think,: will be henceforward put in their promiſes 
End:Treaties ;: for if they deal thus with their own Subjects, if 
OlShey careſs them only to ruine them; what may Strangers e 
Srom*em. . Conſideri-we a while what they - make theKing fay; 


IAThat at his firſt coming to the Crown; he was in the deſign which 
He now.comes.from. _—__ Ty would ſay without:donbt, 
in han 


Z Fromthe time he aCtr 4 Frm the Reins of Government z 

Afor he was too young before, to enter perſonally on any defign - 
- Þf this nature : he entered thereon then preſcifely at the'time, 
When the Civil Wars were ended. ' But' what does this meanz but 
Bhat he undettook this deſign, at the very time'when the Proteſt- 
Y Ullnts came from 'rendving him the moſt; important'Service Sub- - 
mts were ever capable' of. They came from rendring\him the 
 Siheſt teſtimonies of Loyalty,whtn the greateſt part of his other 
$WTSibjets had taken up Arms againſt him. They had vigoroufty 
<SHppoſed his Enemies progreſs; rejeted the moſt adyantagious 
0 ers , kept Town for him, : yea whole Provinces; received 
re Ys. Seryants-and Offieers into their Bouſoms, when they- could 
:d Tet find ſafety elſewhere z/ſacrificed their: Eſtates to him; their 
's Iiyes, their Fortunes; and in a word, done all' with ſuch a 
1-11, as becomes faithful Subjects in ſo dangerous a conjlunRure. | 
Eefad this-is, the time when the King enters on the deg of de- 
| i | | E PD TOYS: 
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taught this NE Ne? all Eee 
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rg nat of Lo ere, Reyeutghs , but that g" 
Ns penn to ark an! tbe deſigh 
bk fr Sy rr rr Party, in cha very fine mherets chey b A 
fenalis d and Sfings { 4rbemſelves with great Sucer fi, fo# the 1 
reſt of pris Crows. Which will farniſh, pethaps, matter efi© 
.thiaking Men for Refiexion, as well within, as without the 
down; and wilt howetham what Uſe is made of Serviees,and wi 
Recompence is to-be expetted for them. © -- 
- - But we ſhall ay no/ more of the Expreſſions of the new Edit 
but rather conſider the Matter of it. . Was ever a worſe and ha 
der uſage, than that which we have ſuffered for the ſpace of ty 
be roy ob open been imployed in fo the late Tempd 
Un It. has. been a cor Storm of D 
ares Ei, D Declarations; Ord: Condemnation of Oblirehl 
| Temples, Civil and inal Proceſles, I 
"ments, Deſolation of Templ Penances, Pecuniary- Mults, Privaion 
Offices and Employs, depriving ws of their Chil 
and all thoſe other. Perſecutions which pods Mo brie > 
ſumnyd up. We were told: on one hand, that the King wo 
continue 4 the Edit of Nees, and he delivered himfelf 
Coker ſake inour Efacee, cur Repararicn, cre Hh, f 
made to {uſſer-1n-0ur our ons, aur Ns, 0 
Families, jn-our Religion, and our Conſciences; and all by un 
and indirect ways,-by unheard of Inventions, by O prſons, 
Publick Vexation, and ſometimes. underhand: Healihis 
this under the Veil of the King's Authority ab becaſ cio 
His good pleaſure, We:know ks Authority of 
and the Reſpect and Submiſſion -with which: we foul re 
their-Orders, And therefore tiave wes. during arhoſe nnſipe 
table Ulages, a Patience, and an Obedicure' ſo' R ” 
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. _ of his Ny es at. the-r 
2 eQtors for the Clergy + And whiPſt they. 


I ters, the King declared openly his Intention oe 
:1 Edicts, and that *twas Abuſes 1 which he deſign*d to —} 
4. Second is, That when they came to the laſt Extremities, Bs "a | 


400 Force, theft have 'colicealed 56-Yad as much as they 
ould, fet forth the King at his full le There was notbing 


: heard but theſe kindof Diſcourſes,” rn6en King willhave it ſo, the 
oj King bas rakewit in hand, the King proceeds Frruher than the 


By theſe two means =o have had the Addreſs to 


4 only: charg'd wirk the leſſtr parts of the Cruehies; and to lay the 
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olt viotent and odious partat the Kings doo.” The thicd thing 


bs | which we ſhould remark, is, That the better to obtain theitente: | 
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'the7 have made ittheir buſineſs to perfwade the-King, that this 
"Work would crown him with Glory ; which is a horrid abuſe of 
his Credulity, an abuſe ſo much the greater, by how-much they. 
would nothave themſelves thought the Aythors of this Council ;. 
and when any particular perſon of them'is ask*d this day, What: 
- thinkof it, there are few of them but condemn it.. 


ax | *_ in. ect, what more falſe an my could they,give £0 his Maje- 
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nftant;'\ Þs Arey, i gd ory 2-q are doch 
: & ou, Nd wok tell them- Noe op om; cjevr by | 
6r foul, Vecoihs [Roman C | | 
pl a falfer Notion of Glory ales colder ohm mztl 
che Dotiki Kim-inthe'! loch of God, .m the Fa Re 
ligion of Meffto'dep n his rotor, ty, and hat hence for 
ward it aſt be laid in his dom, 7 dojrr belive,becaufe Tam per, 
ſwaded of it, but Y , becauſe the. erp Somos bave-me p-. ; 
which? wbove properly;/is, that-I betieve n "and (Le | 
be: Or a Few, Or whatever the King pleaſes;. What f; 
1deof ty, then to force from-Mens Mouths by Voilencegde 
Series: of Torments; a Profeſſion; which the Heart ab. f 
ndfor which one ſighs night and day, crying continuall 
NE here: 'Whazr Glory-is ther jn inventing new. 
fPerſceution, unknown to former Ages; which: indeed do n 
ring with them; but keep Men alive to ſuffer, th 
they may overcome their Patience and Co by Crockies ; 
which are din way to undergo? \ hat Glory . | Dt 
there in not contenting themſelves to "ary, thoſe who remain inkin 
hicKingdom, but to forbid them-to leave it, and keepthem ht 
der a double Servitude, viz. both of Soul and Body”? What gtor Se 
is thete in keeping his Priſons full -of innocent Perſons,. who areÞn; 
charged with no other fault, than ſerving God acc A the nM 
beſt of their Knowledge, and for this to be. expoſed to 1 6] 
of the Dragoons, or condemed to the Gallies, and ochre roy MN 
Body and Goods? Will theſe Crueltiesrender his Majeſties Name 
Jovely i in his Hiſtory, to the: Catholick or'Proteſtant World ? UB 
' But we ſhould be very loath to exaggerate any thing which may 
violate the reſpect due to ſo great a Prince z but :we do noting 
think i a failure in our Duty, fairly to repreſent how far theſe re 
fined - 0 mot have really interſs*d his Honour, in the ſad Misfor-Þth 
tunes wherein they have plunged us, and how Criminal they haven; 
- thereby made themſelves towards him. "They haye committed nate 
teſs Miſdemeanours againſt their Country , of which they areſþl 
Members, and for which: a Man would think they. ſhould have 
ſome conlideration. Not to { peak here of the' great number of - 
_ Perſons}; 
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"te. riciat Tomes 'of *-vhe: State 3 Althoogh this | 
e no {inall-miſchi The Proteſtants made up a good part 
£ the Trade; as well wiehin the Kin " exe without , and 
Fre therein ſo mixt -with. the ear: cu that their Afairs 
ein a manner inſeparable. . Th dealt” as it were in Com- 
Dang theſs Oppreſhons: came upon” them; and what 
;have:. they. not produced? How many induſtrious 
2alure: s have ' broken? Tow ming any honeſ:deigns havethey 
Ripon How many ManufaCtures How many 
krupts made ? and how many Families reduced to Beggary ? 
.is whatthe. Qppreſlors fittle trouble themſelves about ? 
| n have their Bread Spigell to: their Months, they live in'wan- 
xrehaneſs.and eaſe 3 and whil; others dye with Hunger, their Re- 
oy nue: areaſcertain'd to them. But this hinders' not the Body of 
eEfbate to ſuffer, both in irs Honour. arid Profit ; and we may 
al Jay, that Four Civil Wars could not have produced ſo much 
-_ , As.time 'will ſhew to ſpring from this Perfecution.: 
n ut we will leave the conſequence of this affair ro'time, -and 0n- 
iy, That the Edict of Nawtes, being a fangamental Lawof the 
= gdom 3,and an agreement: betgibes two parties, by a recipro- 
wm ſeepencon under the peacable Reign of Henry the Great, 
blick Faith, and by. mutual: Oaths, as we have already 
is muſt certainly be of-ill example-to the intreſt of the 
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| noſſte + ': That after having made a' thouſand infraftions of it; it l 
St de at levgth revok*d, cancePd and aninuPd, at the 'motion "I 
@ Cabal; who abuſe. their intreſt; and hereby make them- , 4 

of es fit for enterpriſing, and PIG any” _ Afﬀer Vie! 
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roq Viſible, chart theStare 1 is. x hey Ser cog, by 
ſame blow given rhe Proveſtaten and har {och ap af open revoctiot 
of the Edit; leaves narhing firmor ſacred.I?s roo purpoſe ts 
tedge diſtinctions in the matcer,and fay chat dhe pretends | 
ed \ Religinn;. was odjustethe State; cafid! therefore wasth roghvl 
ken. For not to mention the.dfingerbuſneſs of the 
ion4n the minds of the 
excepting the Fai#ion of the B; 
they Calltbe Prrgarers of he Faith, neither the Commons gor-g 
People, have any animokity againſt us ; -bux. on the contealty de 
- moah Our misfortunes: Nat to tbuch farther oh Gap 
not what an caſie matter it is to ran down any Cauſe, 
edious or i{different in themindsof the Peeple. Thereare ne 
wanting reaſons and pretences in matters of this nature; one þ: 
is Jet -up-againſt/ agother:; and! that is: calſed the State, right! 
wrong, which-1s the: preraling ane: like as in Religion,” 1C 
beſt and honeſteſt, 6#3 the powerfulle#?, und boldeſt par, ave revm 
the Church. We muſt wad ca pod theſe things then from the | 
waiter, but their form. Noe ever there was, ſince the Work 
ſtood, a matcer authentick and irrevocable, it was the E4R of 
Nantes; Torevoke and cancel it, is to ſet up ones ſelf wet 
obligationsto-God;as well a3 20 Men; "tis £0 declare oe PrAly, Tha 
there are no longer any ties ar promiſes inthe work: - this bs 
' No more than the wiſe will eaſily eomprebend, and doubt fot: bit 
they have done it already. (: 
_ , Some perhaps may make an odjeCtion on this occaſion, whi * he 
"twill be good-taapfhwer,. which is, that as the Edi, confiderf 6 
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Authority; ſo: it may likewiſe be Tevoſ*d and annuPdby Lewis the 
4th his Grandfon andSucceſſor-For theſe things may be endedt 
The ſamemeans As have.been begua. If Henry the © Great _ 
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aid, weadd, "That the Pope him, an@ ed, whole 
the Romer Charch, find theniſelves ſnſibly i 
Fecution of us. And yet we will fay noth 
evident Truth, and which thewiſef of the $+# "at 
agree to. For js it not the worſt Charafter that. Cat be 
the Roman Clergy, to qe theimn as an Ordet © 
not only cannotendure any thing that is not 
Religious, but alſo'in CivilSotiety; as Men 
to Anathemarize all that diſpleaſe them but defy $1100 
much as to exterminate them, not only teex F es 
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Rioghy DN a q , ns ing of rodeſar 
y perl e- Jews, but he. gave . eave to de 

out of hi dom, and. they had no Edi&. Ir was the 
with thoſe Remains of the Moors, who had ſettled-themſelves i in 
ome Cantors of the the Kingdom of Granada, they were defeted in 


manded to retire into the Country from whence 


| thi ir Aveſtrs rs Came. -. . Inthe laſt Ape the Duke of Alva exerci- 


fed dreadful Cruelties.r upon the Prote nts of the Seventeen Pro- 
xy + he did not hinder them from flying, nor viloated any 
ER; ; and gs worlt, Death was.their Releaſe. . The Inquiſi-- 

os 69 this day in "Spain and : ns but: they. are Countries, in 
whic no Religion beſides the Roman, was ever permitted by . 


EdiQqs, and if be accuſed of Violence and Cru- 
elt, yet they pat ry pref of Perfidiouſnefs. .. 
But i in this laſt Perſecurion of France, there are Five things that 


ſtrike-the Mind with Horror ; they make the Conſci Ts and Re» 
ligion of .Men-to. depend Soveraignly vpon the. ill of a Kiog, 
they voilate a Faich Authentickly ſworn to, they fo rcemen to 4 
Hypocrites, and wicked, by ſeeming to embrace a [roi hk which- 
they abbor ; they prohibit all Flights or retiri the 


with longer Torments..1f after this the Court of Kewe-and ics 
Clergy i{perſkd over the reſt of Exrope, diſclin-not 10 A 
d1o criminal a Conduct ; eh ey condemn it not, it wal 28 3g 
Tdgour-of theis Religion, . Not-only Pro- 
ts, who are of. a, different Communion, but alſo ay. idBoiro 
lakhs, willde mightily ſcandaliz/dthere- 
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dow: ; they do not put to Death, but preſerye Life to' oppreſs Ie.: 
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©. Were not- ignorant of the diffetent? 

| fecnitory take tq ſhelter themſelves from publick Condemi 
$6ine take a ſpeedy courſe tg deny the FaEtzand to perſwade. 
the World; That Force and Violence have bad no ſhare in the' Conveys 
frons, but that they were foft, calm, and voluntary, and that if there 
were any Dragocns concerned therein, *rwas becauſe the Reformed 
themſelyes deſired thrm, that they might have a handſom pretence to 
* change their Religion, Was there ever ſeen ſo much Impudence? 
What will they not deny, who can deny'What*s donein"the Face 
of the Sun, and what a whole Kingdom from' one-end of it to 
the o:her hath ſzcn, and to this- day ſees? For'in the beginningof 
the year 1685. wiileſt I am-compoſing this ſad Rehearſal, they 
comiune to exercits in France the ſame Rage, that ended-the pre- 
ccedin? year, the fame Dragoons both nCaries and Countries ex- 
ecyte-the ſame Fury againſt ſome lamentable Remains 'of Prote- 
| nts; who will not fall down _ Oe $24. OO 4 
'**Phey 5re uſed like Rebels in their Perſons, infheir- Eſtates, if 
their Wives, and in their Children ; and if there be afy differences 
*tis 14-this, that] their ſufferings are ſti]}l increaſing. Yet ifwe 
will believe the Clergy, haranguing the King, and the Biſhop 
of PFalence their Speaker,- he tells his Majeſty how miraculous his 
Reign 15, ſeeing ſuch infinite numbers of Ccnverſions are made 


rothe Roman Church, without violences and. Arms .; much leſs 


ſaith he, by rhe Force of your Editts, as by the example of your 
exemplary dy Ifwe will believe the greateſt part of the Ab- 
_ Juratzons whi 

nd Pet indeed the ſame: ſence, viz. That they have done this 
wit9out being -eonſtraird thereto. Thus is the Credulity of the 
pnee *d on : They have Seeds of lmpoſture ſown at their 
. Feet, whictr are to grow with the time, ' Poſterity who ſhall ſee 
theſe Records, will believe they containthe trath ; Here; ſay they, 
is what has bin told the King, who muſt not have falſhoods offer*d 
him :' Here is the proper aCts and deedgof thoſe that were con- 


chereare found credidle pertons enoughto bieve it. But I pray 
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and thartby unheard of Severities they. are forc'd. to change their 
Religion ;alchothere*s no fach marter? Is it likely that the Em- 
baſſadors and Envoys.of Forgign Princes, ſhould lye all af them in 
conſort,in telling them'this news,wherein there is,no truth? Bat 1 
pray,ifin France the Proteſtants thus voluntarily ,and withaut con- 
ſtratatChenee rbtir Religion; that the Dragoons are call'd in only 


25 their. Friends,whence happens this fo fritt.apd reneralyuard; 
on the - art tohinder Peorhey departure ? How {- [Ts that the. 
Priſons: of the Kingdom are cramd with F ophtives opt by the. 

atcly'd with 
eat care to hinder their flight; to the obliging them to de- 
poſit tums of money to ſecure them from the ſiiſpicjen of it, 7 This 


sſties 
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Subjects,” that ſhall make them'fly thus without Tcaſon;?: ;But.13 


not this a fine-cover, to'fay that the Proteltanrs' have themſelves. 
call.d'tn the Dragoons, torhave the better pretenccto change their 
Religion? Its about ten, or more years fince. there w..5 a.Bank le: 
up to'traffick for Souls, Mr. Pel;/or ha; for a long ,imz ben the 
great dealer of Pars, inthis Infamons Trade. of pu;ctafiag Con- 
verts; Theſe Converſions have of late been the only wa of gain-, 
ing applauſe, and recompences at Court, 'an&4i91, a. word. a megns 
of. raiſing ones Fortune ; and yet'we muſt be told, tiavin ſtead of 
being Converted by theſe eaſic ways, we. had rather chooſe the 
help of. we that is of beiog pillag?d. At teal[tlet any-one; 
tell us; why {ince theſe pretended yohuntary Cagrerſions,the Peo- 
e not willing to go fo Maſs, they have been oMiged to-ſend them, 
Ps, and uſe them with the ſame ſeverity as before. | 
» 'Thisis ſo groſs and palpable an untruth, that others have uy- 
dertaken todefend thele Violences, as being naturally of the ge- 
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_ could eafily ſhow %em'the vanity yok. theſe alle $3 but we 


_ ſhall rather ask *erm,, whether the Jews and 
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them, compel t them to come. in. Has Sc. Aug mien, 

forhe.is cited in this matret, That we ought-to Me peofidipws 
wards thoſe whom we eſteem as Hereticks, when we promigd to: | 
=y with *em like Brethren an1 fellow Citizens.” The Donatiſts,. 
had theya aids which ſhould ſhelter*em from the. inſultsofrhe. 
Orghodox ?If we yield to this deteſtable Divinity, what will be-: 
come of all us Chriſtians ?' For in ſhort, rhe Popiff'is as mich. 
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